
  
 

Wednesday, May 7, 2025 
Public Budget Hearing and Regular Meeting of the New Lebanon Central School  

Board of Education – WBH Library 7pm 
 

Attendance:  (P=Present A=Absent)   Also in attendance: 
Mike Brutsch  __P___   Chris Harper   __P___ 
Bill Buckenroth __P___   Matt Klafehn   __A___ 
John Kalisz  __P___   Josh Noble   __P___ 
Rob Long  __P___   Danielle Brewster  __P___ 
Sharon Powers __P___   Corey Brown   __P___  
Sharon Putnam __P___    
Racheal Chubb __P___         
 
1. MEETING CALLED TO ORDER & PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
The meeting was called to order by Board President Brutsch at 7:02pm and opened with the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 
 
2. PUBLIC BUDGET HEARING 
A. Presentation of the 2025-26 Proposed Budget- Susan Tipograph spoke regarding her support 
of public education 
Board Vice President made the motion to close the public budget hearing. Board member 
Putnam seconded. 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstained. 
 
3. ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS/ADMINISTRATIVE COMMENTS 
A. Student representative update- None 
 
B. WBH update-Josh Noble presented on outdoor classroom, state assessments and teacher 
appreciation week.  
 
C. JSHS update- No Matt 
 
D. Athletic update- Corey Brown presented on rain schedules, Cooperstown trip, track. 
 
E. Business Office update- Danielle Brewster presented on food service grant, sr. account clerk 
interviews and audits. 
 
F. Superintendent update- Superintendent Harper thanked the board for their hard work. 
 



4. PUBLIC COMMENT 
None 
 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
Board Vice President Kalisz made the motion to approve the April 22, 2025 Board of Education 
meeting minutes. Board member Powers seconded. 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstained. 
 
6. CURRICULUM & INSTRUCTION 
Board Vice President Kalisz made the motion to approve item 6A. Board member Putnam 
seconded. 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstained. 
A. Motion to approve CSE/CPSE recommendations of programs and placements 
 
7. FINANCIAL 
Board member Putnam made the motion to approve items 7A-E. Board member long 
seconded. 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstained. 
A. Motion to approve the Third Internal Claims Audit Report 
B. Motion to approve the March 2025 Treasurer's Report 
C. Motion to approve the March 2025 grades 6-12 Extra-Curricular report 
D. Motion to approve a contract 
E. Motion to approve a contract 
 
8. PERSONNEL 
Board member Putnam made the motion to approve items 8A-J. Board member Buckenroth 
seconded. 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstained. 
A. Motion to reappoint a .4 grade K-6 Art Teacher-To reappoint, upon the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, Jennifer Blodget to the position of .4 K-6 Art Teacher effective September 
1, 2025 to June 30, 2026. 
 
B. Motion to reappoint a .8 grade 7-12 Art Teacher- To reappoint, upon the recommendation of 
the Superintendent, Donna Covert to a .8 7-12 Art Teacher position effective September 1, 
2025 to June 30, 2026. 
 
C. Motion to amend an appointment-To amend, upon the recommendation of the 
superintendent, Melissa Parson's appointment to Step 8, effective March 7, 2025, at a rate of 
$60,502, based on completion of certification. 
 
D. Motion to appoint a laborer-To appoint, upon the recommendation of the superintendent, 
Jonathan Cole as a laborer, at a rate of $24.13 per hour, effective May 21, 2025. 
 
E. Motion to grant a leave of absence- To grant a six month leave of absence to Dallas Carr from 
the Senior Account Clerk position contingent upon his provisional appointment as computer 
services specialist. 
 



F. Motion to appoint a Computer Services Specialist/Communications Specialist- To appoint, 
upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, Dallas Carr as a Computer Services 
Specialist/Communications Specialist, provisionally, effective May 2, 2025 at a rate of $32.50 
per hour.  
 
G. Motion to grant tenure- To grant tenure, upon the recommendation of the Superintendent, 
to Emily Meister to the Special Education tenure area effective September 1, 2025 and the 
second tenure area of Elementary effective September 1, 2025. 
 
H. Motion to appoint summer transportation employees- To appoint summer transportation 
employees as per attached: 
 
I. Motion to appoint community education staff- Jillian McGivern- Swim lessons assistant- 
$15.50 per hour, effective April 11, 2025. 
 
J. Motion to approve an internship- Brooke Dickson Brooke Dickson is looking to complete her 
administrative internship under my supervision here at New Lebanon.  Internship hours are a 
requirement for her administrative program at SUNY Plattsburgh.  She can start her hours over 
the summer and continue them into the 2025-26 academic year.   Hours will be generated 
during planning periods and afterschool time.  She remains a fully encumbered ELA teacher for 
the 2025-26 school year. -Matt 
 
9. SUPERINTENDENT 
A. May 20th Budget vote reminder 12-8pm 
 
10. BOARD OPEN DISCUSSION 
A. Next Board of Education Meeting June 11, 2025 
 
11. PROPOSED EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Board President Brutsch made the motion to enter Executive Session at 7:56pm for the purpose 
of discussing the employment history of a particular employee and legal matters. Board 
member Buckenroth seconded. 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstained. 
 
Board President Brutsch made the motion to appoint Superintendent Harper as Clerk Pro-Tem. 
Board member Putnam seconded. 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstained. 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
Board President Brutsch made the motion to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 pm. Vice President 
Kalisz seconded. 7 ayes, 0 nays, 0 abstained. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 

Kelly McGivern  

________________________________ 
Kelly McGivern, District Clerk 


