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From the Desk of the Superintendent…Karen McGraw

Although educating our children is a serious business, we always remember that the path to learning should be fun.  New Lebanon teachers remember this.  Sometimes our teachers use humor, sometimes they design active, hands on projects, and sometimes just the sheer intellectual challenge provides joy when the student has mastered the learning.

The other day I watched some Kindergarten students figure out how to write a sentence for their letter books.   Although not easy for a five year old, these kids were having a ball tackling the challenge.  Last week, I watched 7th graders confidently sing in Spanish with smiles as big as a crescent moon.   On another day, students applied math and physics to enable them to construct bridges that would support weight.  These students were proud of their accomplishments and rightly so.  

Another vehicle our teachers use to enhance learning is connecting students with their individual interests.  Whenever possible, students are given choice of materials, topic or projects.  English teachers provide reading selections based on students’ previous preferences.  Physics teachers use examples based on sports or musical instruments students play.  Mathematic teachers will develop word problems involving students’ favorite activities.  Physical education teachers will provide choices such as yoga, weight training or team sports.  Social Studies teachers use inquiry based learning connected to topics of interest to their students.  

Every day, we strive to maximize learning.  Making learning fun or connecting the learning to our students' interests are ways we accomplish this.  

A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL, 

Mrs. Marzeski

Attendance has been a topic of previous newsletters and this one is no exception. 

It is, without a doubt, essential for kids to be in school in order to make optimal learning gains.  They simply do not learn anywhere near as much if they are not in the classroom receiving instruction. 

With this being said, please take all of this into account when planning family vacations.  While we certainly understand when you must make decisions to take time off when you are able to take vacation time from your employment, we urge you to do your very best to plan vacations when our entire school district is on vacation.  Most families of WBH take their vacations during the December/January Holiday break, during the February break, during the April break or during the summer.  This is especially helpful to children because it’s virtually impossible to give the same quality of instruction to a child who is on vacation as a child who is in a classroom. 

Teachers do their best to provide reading, writing and math tasks that keep children from “losing ground” while out of school.  But most children find it very difficult if not impossible to catch up on all that is missed while out on a family vacation that last for more than a couple of days. 

We feel very fortunate at WBH that we do not have many families who take their children out of school during times other than our regular vacation time.  However, every student is important to us.  If there was only one family that read this and decided to plan differently to ensure that their children take vacations only when our district enjoys vacations, I would feel that this article made a positive difference.  There is no doubt that children learn at high rates when in school.  The opposite is also true.  Children learn little and the best that we can hope for is that they will maintain learning when they are not in the classroom. 

Times of vacation breaks can be accessed by going to our website and by referring to the orange district calendar that was sent home to all families in the fall. Happy February to all!
A NOTE FROM THE NURSE
*Please stop by the Lost & Found and see if there are any items belonging to your child(ren)

*Avoid sending your child to school if they have been complaining of not feeling well over the past 24 hours. Sending them to school exposes Students & staff to the illness. 

*Be sure to send your child to school with winter boots, snow pants, winter coat, hat & gloves.
Please remember that when you send your child to school in winter boots, they need to bring their sneakers wear in school. Please pack them in their backpack. 

.  A Note from Mrs. Schrader the Art teacher!

Congrats to Ms. Latter’s 6th grade class who received the “Art Class” of the Month for January! They were selected because of their hard work on their clay sarcophagus, along with their knowledge about the purpose of the sarcophagus, which they learned in Social Studies. I am very proud of them! I wonder who will get selected this month and get to display the large paintbrush in their classroom?

Also congrats to the students who have been selected to have their artwork showcased throughout the school. We have 3rd grades “Aboriginal” artwork in the library. Next there is the 5th grade’s weaving project which is being displayed on the bulletin board by the main office. Lastly, we have the 6th grade’s clay sarcophagus in the display case and by the school’s calendar by the CSE office. Please be sure to take a look at all the artwork on display! If for some reason you miss it, then take a look on my eBoard for pictures!


Most classes are busy starting their Square 1 art project and we will be sending out the artwork on February 6th. Then the company will send students take-home packets on March 24th. Please be sure to take a look at the packets to help support the PTA! Each student will receive FREE stickers whether you order anything or not. This is a great opportunity to showcase your child’s artwork and give as gifts!

Other highlights from the Art room…

Kindergarten: Lion paintings
1st grade: Laurel Burch Cats/Dogs

2nd grade: Clay Dinosaurs

4th grade: Mosaic Doves

5th grade: 3-D Art

 

 Please be sure to ask your child/children what they learned in Art this month, while working on these Art projects!
A NOTE FROM MS. CASHMAN, THE MUSIC TEACHER.

Students in grades K-6 have been traveling around the world! So far we have been taken virtual tours to Russia, Norway, and China. We are studying musical sounds and sights from places around the world every week until February break. Please check our music eboard for fun activities to do at home with your student that we have done in class. 

Congratulations to the following for making All County Band in 6th Grade: 

· Freling Smith
· Lucy Burgess
· Grace Locke
· Ashlie Tynan
· Kyle Patch
We are having a K-6 talent show- if your student is interested please fill out a form from the main office and send back. The talent show is March 22nd at 6pm with two prior rehearsals. Please contact Yahna Saltsman for more information. 

KINDERGARTEN REGISTRATION 2012-13

If you have a child who turns five years old prior to December 1, 2012, she/he is eligible to attend kindergarten in September 2012.  Please call the elementary school at 794-8554 ext. 3002 to make sure your child is on our registration list. 

.  SPELLING BEE
The New Lebanon Spelling Bee was held on January 10th.  The spelling participants were Aaliyah Stalker and Emily Schafer from grade 4, Gwyneth Welsh and Nathanial Austin from grade 5, Vera Kong and Kyle Patch from grade 6, Maddie Teachout and Brianne Casella from grade 7 and Emily Tinger and Kalee Hennig from grade 8.  Our winner was Maddie Teachout.  Everyone did a fabulous job.  Maddie will be competing at Proctors Theatre in February for the Nationals.
New York State Testing Dates
Grades 3-6  English Language Arts Test – Tuesday, April 17th,

                  Wednesday, April 18th & Thursday, April 19th

Grades 3-6  Mathematics Test – Wednesday, April 25th, Thursday, April 26th 

                  & Friday, April 27th

Grade 4 Science Performance Test – Wednesday, May 23rd – Friday, June 1st

Grade 4 Science Written Test – Friday, June 4th

Parents of 6th graders

The yearbook committee is looking for pictures of 6th graders for the yearbook. We would like to include a baby picture of each student and  any pictures from Nature’s Classroom or any pictures of school functions from this year or from past years. You can email any pictures to April Smith at  asmith3@fairpoint.net.  Thank you for your help.

Physical Education News
January/February is an exciting time of the year in physical education class.  That is when students in grades 3-6 will attempt to climb the rock wall.  Climbing is part of a unit called Project Adventure, which is a curriculum designed to teach students to think “outside the box”.  Before climbing, students have to learn to work together to achieve a common goal, ensure each other’s safety, develop trust, and learn empathy for their classmates.  Students are allowed to challenge themselves by learning to manage how much risk they feel comfortable with during the climb or holding the rope for classmates.  Watching the students problem solve their way by trying new solutions is rewarding to Mr. Hosley and Mr. Healy.  More than any other unit in the physical education curriculum, this unit brings out the best leadership qualities.  Ask your child what they have learned about themselves and their classmates as the unit progresses. 
In addition to the Project Adventure unit, the sixth grade students are also going to swimming lessons with Mr. Healy, and learning volleyball skills with Mr. Hosley.  The high school swim team coach has been checking up on their progress, looking for future swim team members.  He thinks he has found a few candidates.
January has been Parachute Month for students in grades K-3.  With over 30 different activities to try, it's been gratifying to watch the cooperative teamwork of our littlest students as they try to achieve a particular goal.  New games have been added to the repertoire, keeping everyone's interest high.
Students in grades K-3 will also participate in Project Adventure games, but on a limited basis.  Activities that stress cooperation, thinking skills, safe risk taking, and following directions will give the students practice to improve their abilities in these areas.   
A note from the Library

The Walter B. Howard library continues to be a great place in the school where students can practice their independent learning. Students are always welcome to browse through the collection or take a quiet break no matter the time of day. Students are allowed to come in as often as they would like during the week to return a book and check out a new one. Please encourage your child to take advantage of this. Through the school year the library has been open during lunch and recess so students may research or help keep the library running. There have been a number of student library helpers in grades 3-6. The library could not function without their continued dedication alongside the adult volunteers who come in on a weekly basis.
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February 1st
Act with Respect Always presentation – grades 3-6
February 3rd
Progress Reports
 Tiger Jam – wear school colors! 2:15
February 6th
Tiger Jam Snow Date
February 8th
PTA Reptiles Assembly – 

Grades K-3 @ 1:00

Grades 4-6 @ 2:00
February 15th 
Board of Education Meeting 7pm
February 20th
Winter Recess
February 27th
Classes Resume
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