
The Green Scene 
Green is everywhere.  Not just in nature, but in politics and various ways of life.  The 
Tween Scene is on the bandwagon as well. Being green is important to our lives, our 
country and our world.  However,  being green is not just about making a few smart 
choices, like composting, cutting off lights after leaving the room or using baking soda 
and vinegar for cleaning solutions instead of harsh chemicals, it is about creating a sus-
tainable existence for our world. 

      

Green Cleaning With Mrs. May  

Tweens sup-
port Brandon 
Tynan in his 
walk for rais-
ing funds to 
find a cure 
against Cystic 
Fibrosis. Bran-
don is happy 
that Mr. Dem-
psy has joined 
team Tynan 
and will be 
walking with 
him on May 
30th. 
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Inside this issue: 

              By: Erin Niland 

              Mrs. May went to a community program 

at the New Lebanon Library.  A local resident and 

writer, JoAnna Greenfield, provided an informa-

tive talk on cleaning green.  Mrs. May has been 

kind enough to allow us to interview her on this 

experience and share with us what she has 

learned. 

T:  Good afternoon Mrs. May. 

M:  Hello. 

T:  When did you go to the talk? 

M:  I went on April 16th, the last day of spring 

break. 

T:  What did you learn? 

M:  Well, I learned that vinegar and baking soda 

can clean almost anything from your teeth to sil-

ver.  I also learned that diluting the two items can 

make a great cleaning spray, one that cleans bac-

teria as well as degreases, but getting the two 

mixtures together in a bottle can be somewhat… 

T:  Explosive? 

M:  You got it, explosive.  It takes a little fina-

gling. 

T:  So, what else did you learn? 

M:  I learned all sorts of nice smelling ways a 

person can deter pests.  Lemon and orange essen-

tial oil mixed with tiny pinch of red pepper can 

deter ants.  Cedar wood chips stuffed in a sock 

can drive away moths.  Adding drops of clove oil 

to the basic baking soda and vinegar mixture can 

discourage mice.   

T:  Wow, some people might appreciate knowing 

this. 

M:  I learned a lot more, and I am trying to be-

come greener in the way I live at home. 

T:  Where can people find out more if they want 

to adopt a greener lifestyle? 

M:  Well, JoAnna said that people who want to 

know more can email her directly at joanna-

greenfield@mac.com. 

T:  That is very interesting.  I am going to use 

some of these tips at home myself.  Thank you. 

M:  You are welcome. 

SPRING by Brianna Springstead 
Leaping and flying, 

Through the grass. 

Springtime is coming 

Very fast! 

Bird’s chirp,  

Flowers bloom,  

Water sparkles  

Like the moon. 

Babies are born,  

Only to see,  

A beautiful world, 

Of melody!  

SUMMER Staff collaboration 
Like a puppy 

Summer nips at spring’s heels 

School is getting out 

Right around the corner 

We will have fun day and night 

Summer is in sight!!! 

We dash madly toward its call 

Beckoning to one and all. 

I  

Can’t  

Wait! 



Hello fellow gamers, it is almost springtime, which is a 

gamer’s worst nightmare. Your parents are always telling you 

to go outside and get some exercise. I know how to avoid that 

and how to be a green gamer. We’ve also got a review of 

LEFT 4 DEAD rated M for the PC and Xbox 360.  

              If you’ve got a new game and all you want to do is 

play it all day, there’s just one problem. Its called spring. 

Your parents come into your room and say. “It’s a beautiful 

day, go outside and get some exercise. Or get some fresh air”. 

Here’s a list of suggestions for what you should say. But I am 

exercising; I’m exercising my thumbs. No thanks ill just en-

joy my digital air. But mom I have the window open. Mom I 

am exercising my character is running his butt off. If you 

want me to exercise buy me a Wii. I am seeing nature, be-

cause I’m hunting.  

              Now its time to review LEFT 4 DEAD. In the game 

a zombie infection has completely taken over the world and 

only four people have survived. You have to go from safe 

room to safe room surviving hordes of infected and special 

infected  (Smokers, Hunters, Boomers, Witches, and Tanks). 

You also have to survive through four bloody campaigns, 

which are NO MERCY, DEATH TOLL, DEAD AIR, and 

BLOOD HARVEST. The only four survivors are Bill, Louis,  

Francis, and Zoey who all have sarcastic and violent comments. 

Also your weapons are kind of limited, there’s a pump shot gun, 

an auto shot gun, an ooze, ak-47, assault rifle, pipe bomb, and mo-

zoltovs.  There is also a V.S. mode where you play as the zombies 

and your friends are the bait. I personally give LEFT 4 DEAD a 10 

out of 10 because of the detail and the how quickly you can play 

with your friends.  

               Since so many people have been trying to go green I de-

cided to help out by making up a really bad game I like to call 

CAPTAIN GREEN vs. the SUN’S DEADLY HEAT. The entire 

game is based on saving the earth from the suns harmful UV rays. 

The game disc is made of biodegradable material and recycled 

lunchmeats and will fall apart after the first 13 times you play it. 

Please do not throw it away , compost it.  

               If you do throw it away it will explode in your garbage 

like a nuclear bomb. If you have got any green games that are bet-

ter than mine please give your ideas to us.                   

          By: Kayla Carson   
              There is a lot of talk about going green these 

days, but what does it take to “go green?”  You can start 

off by reducing your carbon footprint. Your carbon foot-

print is the total amount of carbon dioxide you put into 

the air.  Every time you drive a car, heat your house, or 

turn on the lights , you admit CO2 into the air.  Here are 

some tips to “go green.” 

• Clean with natural cleaners, (baking soda or vinegar) 
• Only run the dishwasher and washing machine on a 

full load  
• Walk whenever you can 
• Borrow DVDs CDs and books from friends or loan 

them from a library 
• Unplug appliances when they are not in use, even if 

they aren’t on they still draw power 

• Reduce what you throw away 

• Reuse: Use scrap paper instead of getting new paper, 

etc. 

• Recycle: It will surprise you what you can recycle, 

check for the recycling symbol before throwing any-

thing in the trash. 

Want to be even more green?  Check out the green read 

section  on page three or research going green for your-

self.  Find something cool?  Let us know! 

The Gamer 09: Spring Edition By: Brandon Ross 
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Green Tips 
By: Kayla Carson 

• Every Day, American businesses generate enough paper to cir-

cle the earth 20 times. 

•      Recycling one glass jar saves enough energy to watch T.V for 3 

hours! 
•      If you yelled for 8 years, 7 months and 6 days, you would have 

produced enough sound energy to heat one cup of coffee. 
•      If you fart consistently for 6 years and 9 months, enough gas is 

produced to create the energy of an atomic bomb. 

•      The cruise liner, Queen Elizabeth II, moves only six inches for 

each gallon of diesel that it burns. 

•      Each American burns 25 barrels of oil a year; each British Per-

son burns 11, and each Chinese Person burns 2. 

•      The amount of petroleum products ending up in the ocean is es-

timated at 0.25% of world oil production: about 6 million tons 

per year 

•      The Sahara desert is almost as large as the United States. 

• Earth's surface area is approximately 196,935,000 square miles. 

•      Without public transport, U.S. gasoline consumption would in-

crease by 1.4 billion gallons each year. 

•      During the time it takes you to read this sentence, 50,000 12-

ounce aluminum cans are made. 

•      A modern glass bottle takes 4000 years or more to decompose 

•      Aluminum cans can be recycled forever. 

•      Each year Americans throw away 25 trillion Styrofoam cups. 

Green Facts 



By: Dominique Ellsbury and Josie Bar-

tholomew 

 

              Trina Porte and Kris Cotton 

have the right idea. They are creating a 

sustainable life by living green. Living 

in a green built home makes them feel 

like a citizen of the world because they 

feel better about their choices about sav-

ing the world.  On the outside of their 

house they have solar lights and com-

post, for their garbage. The have solar 

lights because they didn’t want to use 

energy. They put their garbage in the 

composts to create soil for their plants. 

It takes two to three months for the 

composts piles to turn into soil. You 

can’t put any meat or dairy products in 

the compost piles because the products 

will attract wolves, bears and creature of 

that sort.  

              The back of their house is built 

into a hill. It is built into a hill because 

instead of using energy they stay warm 

down stairs by living partly underground. 

Trina and Kris use water without chemi-

cals. Instead of using chlorine in their 

pool they use salt. They don’t use chlo-

rine because it can cause cancer and be-

cause it kills frogs and they don’t want 

the toxic chemicals in the chlorine seep-

ing through their skin. They use salt in 

their pool because it doesn’t have all the 

toxic chemicals that regular chlorine does.  

              From the outside, we went to the 

inside of their house to see how they keep 

the world green. All their electricity runs 

on propane gas. They don’t use much en-

ergy. Which means whenever they both 

leave a room they turn off all the lights in 

the room. They also have special win-

dows that keep heat in more efficiently.  

They won the Best In Green Award. 

They were also in the New York Green  

house magazine and Berkshire Living 

magazine.   

               Kris and Trina are role mod-

els for keeping the world green and 

safe for the people who live in it. They 

are the people whose efforts keep you 

from breathing in polluted air or toxic 

chemicals. They also love the environ-

ment so much that they want to keep it 

safe and sustainable for all.  

               Trina and Kris took the time 

to share their home with us and want 

us to share the message of environ-

mentally friendly and sustainable prac-

tices with our school and world. 
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Saving the World: One Green Home at a Time                            

 

•  50 Simple Things Kids Can Do to Save the Earth – The EarthWorks Group  

•      The Down-to-Earth Guide to Global Warming – Laurie David and Cambria 

Gordon  

•      A Hot Planet Needs Cool Kids: Understanding Climate Change and What 

You Can Do About It – Julie Hall and Sarah Lane  

•      It’s Easy Being Green: A Handbook for Earth-Friendly Living – Crissy Trask  

Info provided by: http://www.doe.in.gov/green/readinglist.html 

 

Tween Chef:  Erin Niland 

 Erin’s Frozen Fruity Fun  

1 cantaloupe 

10 fresh strawberries 

3 bananas 

1 quart of vanilla ice cream 

1)    First let ice cream warm up until 

soft. 

2)    Next chop fruit into small 

pieces.  

3)    Then mash them all but not too 

much. 

4)    Finally mix all ingredients in 

large bowl 

  then cover and put in freezer. 

5)    If you like you can also add 

chocolate   

        syrup and whipped cream  

        YUMMMMMMYYYYY 

Summer Green Reads Fruitastic Food 
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Summer Fun Word Search   
Free for non-profit use at www.kidsdomain.com 

Homemade Summer Fun from the 7th grade 

Make a scavenger  hunt 

Plan your meals and create  new recipe 

Host a mini-Olympics 

Create a Fort 

Camp out in the yard and roast marsh 

              mallows and hotdogs and  make 

              s’mores and  

Read the stars.  Get a sky map and see how 

              many constellations you can spot. 

 

Active Things to Do: 
Hike 

Bike 

Swim 

Picnic in the park 

Play Frisbee 

Barbeque 

Beach 

Hoola-hoop 

Dig for fossels 

Volleyball 

Croquet 

Plant a garden 

Play with your pets 

Bike rides 

Jump roping 

Beach 

Sprinkler 

Slip n’ slide 

Pick berries 

Back yard puppet show for 

little kids 

Jobs for Tweens: 
Babysit  

Pet sit or dog walk 

Lemonade stand 

Mow lawns 

Car wash 

Weed gardens 

Volunteer at the library 


